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Carrier pigeons

Craziest tax deductions
From pet pigs to Playboy magazines, here are some of the most outlandish deductions taxpayers have tried to slip past the IRS.

Call it extreme communication. One taxpayer was so distrustful of technology that he wouldn't use a
telephone or computer.

That posed a problem when it came to communicating with his business partner, who lived across
town in Phoenix. So he came up with a plan: carrier pigeons.

The two now send messages to each other via the birds. And the technophobe thought it made sense
to write off the pigeons, as well as their care, food and housing as a business expense.

Shauna Wekherlien, the CPA at Tax Goddess Business Services who prepared his return, said she
asked him a lot of questions (like whether he has ever owned a computer) to establish whether he had
ever used technology to communicate with people in the past.

He said he hadn't so she determined that the deduction was fair game, given that it was the only way
he could reach his business partner. 

NEXT: A Playboy subscription

BY BLAKE ELLIS @CNNMONEY - LAST UPDATED MARCH 09 2012: 12:41 PM ET

1 of 14

Contact Us

Closed Captioning

Site Map

Most stock quote data provided by BATS. Market indices are shown in real t ime, except for the DJIA, which is delayed by two minutes. Al l  t imes are ET. Disclaimer.

Morningstar:  Â© 2018 Morningstar,  Inc. Al l  Rights Reserved. Factset:  FactSet Research Systems Inc. 2018. Al l  r ights reserved. Chicago Mercanti le Associat ion:

Cer tain market data is the proper ty of Chicago Mercanti le Exchange Inc. and its l icensors. Al l  r ights reserved. Dow Jones: The Dow Jones branded indices are

proprietary to and are calculated, distr ibuted and marketed by DJI Opco, a subsidiary of S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC and have been l icensed for use to S&P Opco,

LLC and CNN. Standard & Poor's and S&P are registered trademarks of Standard & Poor's F inancial  Services LLC and Dow Jones is a registered trademark of Dow

Jones Trademark Holdings LLC. Al l  content of the Dow Jones branded indices Â© S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC 2018 and/or i ts af f i l iates.

© 2021 Cable News Network. A WarnerMedia Company. Al l  Rights Reserved.Terms under which this service is provided to you. Privacy Pol icy.

Markets Economy Companies Tech Autos India Video Internation

https://money.cnn.com/galleries/2012/pf/taxes/1203/gallery.wacky-tax-deductions/jump.html
https://money.cnn.com/galleries/2012/pf/taxes/1203/gallery.wacky-tax-deductions/2.html
https://money.cnn.com/galleries/2012/pf/taxes/1203/gallery.wacky-tax-deductions/index.html
https://money.cnn.com/galleries/2012/pf/taxes/1203/gallery.wacky-tax-deductions/2.html
mailto:blake.ellis@turner.com
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=cnnmoney
https://money.cnn.com/services/speakup/speakup.html
https://money.cnn.com/services/closed-captioning.html
https://money.cnn.com/services/sitemap/
https://www.facebook.com/cnnmoney
https://twitter.com/CNNMoney
https://www.instagram.com/cnnmoney
https://www.youtube.com/user/CNNMoney
https://money.cnn.com/services/rss/
https://www.cnn.com/terms/
https://www.cnn.com/privacy/
https://money.cnn.com/
https://money.cnn.com/markets/?iid=Mark_Nav
https://money.cnn.com/economy/
https://money.cnn.com/news/companies/
https://money.cnn.com/technology/?iid=Tech_Nav
https://money.cnn.com/autos/
https://money.cnn.com/news/india/
https://money.cnn.com/video/
https://money.cnn.com/

